PROJECT GOALS

KY 645 Regional Corridor Study

1) Develop a new or improved highway that provides an improved connection to I-64, while also addressing the following transportation service objectives:

· Enhances regional accessibility and mobility
· Improves access to isolated communities and populations

· Serves as an interstate connector from the I-73/74 corridor near Kermit, West Virginia to I-64

2)
Develop a highway corridor that will serve the most traffic, while also meeting the following traffic-related objectives:

· Diverts traffic from US 23 to reduce congestion on that route

· Optimizes and/or addresses future traffic flow on regional highways

· Provides travel time savings in the region, including the improvement of emergency response times
3)
Develop a corridor that considers all study area interests, including socioeconomic, education, tourism, and the environment, while giving consideration to the following objectives:

· Assists in promoting economic growth and development in areas that have low-income populations
· Increases employment opportunities and gives special consideration to areas with high unemployment

· Provides access to existing employment centers, including area industrial parks

· Expands access to social services such as education and health care 
· Provides improved access to key tourist destinations (examples include Grayson Lake, Yatesville Lake and the new golf course in Carter County)
· Avoids or minimizes impacts to environmentally sensitive areas (examples include the Daniel Boone National Forest, Laurel Creek, and Caney Creek)

· Fits the natural surroundings and considers context-sensitive design
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